
Candidate Questions and Answers 

Question 9 
Do you think HVL should be a community where families of all political 
viewpoints feel safe to live? If yes, what SPECIFICALLY would you do to make HVL 
a more open and safe community for EVERYONE, even those who may not share 
the views of the majority of residents? 
Jeff Fuell For 8 years I lived in a very large multi-cultural community. Here I learned that 

even though a small minority tried to push their blinder ways, the respectful 
majority stood strong for the best interest and safety of other. In this time, I 
remember a wise man’s statement, Cherish Our Differences”. It is here where 
one learns to have dialogue for the understanding of all.  
I have a brother that is more on one side of the political side than myself, but we 
can have great conversations because we respect each other’s rights.  
This is the way I try to live my life which will spill over to my work for our 
community on the board of directors. 

Scott Giska It’s clearly 2021, and political tensions remain high, right? My answer is very 
straightforward. The HVL Board, its committees and employees don’t have a 
designed role in controlling or influencing politcal viewpoints. That is a personal 
right, and our legal counsel views it the same way. In addition, I believe HVL is a 
safe community overall, but not without some challenges like any other 
community in Southeastern Indiana. As far as being an open community, we are 
doing a lot already. From extensive communications, open and collaborative 
meetings and tons of activities for all. How does it get better? Get to know each 
other more on a personal level, ongoing mutual respect, real and thoughtful 
human engagement and caring. A real willingness to listen to other perspectives, 
and agree to disagree when necessary is healthy. I’d encourage more face to 
face empathetic conversations on sensitive subjects, and not over done, 
emotional bashin on social media. 

Michael 
Morman 

I believe everyone should feel physically safe in HVL.  If individuals choose to 
share their political views with each other, that is up to them and the POA has 
no business injecting themselves into it.  If one of the individuals threatens the 
other physically, then the one being threated should file a report with the police 
and they will investigate it to see if there is any merit, again the POA has no 
business injecting themselves into it.  The only place the POA can and does enter 
into politics is regarding yard signs.  The POA has no right to limit people’s free 
speech, nor should they check what the political views are of their membership. 

Angel Packer One of our great freedoms is the freedom of speech.  That encompasses the 
freedom to express one’s political views.  That freedom of expression is not 
something for the POA board to address.  However, the safety of our community 
is.  All property owners should feel safe in our community and we are fortunate 
to have deputies to help maintain safety and order in our neighborhood.  As a 
parent, I do my best to teach my children to treat everyone with respect.  As 
adults, we need to hold ourselves to the same standard.  HVL is a large and 



diverse community with differing viewpoints on many topics, political or 
otherwise.  We can only control ourselves and hold ourselves accountable for 
our actions.  We need to show respect and tolerance for others with differing 
viewpoints on any topic. 

Claudia Richardt I believe one objective of our HVL POA and Board is to provide a safe, healthy 
and secure community for all, no matter their views on sports, religion, policitics, 
etc. We are a diverse community  and with that comes the respect for others 
views, even if different from our own.  
 
I believe our current Board, Manager and Deputites are doing just that. As a 
Board Member, I would continue to support those efforts  
 
Feeling unsafe is usually the result of someone breaking a rule or law. Having 
said that, if you have a specific concern that has lead you to feel less safe, please 
call our deputies.   

Steve Siereveld I have lived in Hidden valley for the past 8 years and have found this to be one of 
the most welcoming places I have ever lived. Hidden Valley is truly a community 
and not just a place that people live. To answer this question, I would have to 
expand upon it. I believe Hidden valley should be a safe place for everyone to 
live, regardless of gender, ethnicity, religion, orientation, political views, or 
whatever difference. I believe that he majority of this community is open and 
accepting of everyone, regardless of their differences. Hidden valley is no 
different than anywhere else in the country. For the past few years people 
across the county have been at odds and do not seem to be able to find common 
neutral ground. When there is a contentious issue, I have always looked at things 
as to what I call the 90-10 rule. That is that 90% of the people are in the middle 
and get along and have intelligent conversations and often agree to disagree. 
However, there is 5% on both ends of the issue that cannot talk intelligently and 
cannot find common ground. This is usually the vocal 5% that everyone hears 
from on both sides. I believe Hidden valley also falls into this 90-10 rule. 
 
If you choose to judge the residents of the valley by words that are spewed from 
the 10% on Facebook, then you are missing out on the heart of the valley. That 
heart is the openness and willingness to help each other and to be a community. 
Quite often, we drive around the valley and I am always greeted with waves 
from neighbors out walking or working in their yards. These are not people that I 
know, these are just people enjoying the same life that we all get to enjoy here. 
Recently during the snowstorms, several people put messages out stating that if 
your car was stuck, they would come help you get it out. No one asked what 
your views were, just that they were willing to help fellow residents. I have been 
out on the lake and been tied up with friends that had both Trump and Biden 
flags on their boats. There were no arguments, just different opinions.  
 
If you look around the valley, it is easy to find many incidences of neighbors 
getting along and enjoying their life here. People have always had different 
opinions about politics and other issues and that is their right. I do not have to 
agree with someone’s opinion, but I will always defend their right to their 
opinion. I served in the Marine Corps and fought to defend people’s rights to 



their opinions and views. The POA’s job is to oversee the business of the 
community, not to make sure that we all get along. Our willingness to be open 
and get along is the responsibility of each of us. I personally have friends that 
cover every aspect of gender, ethnicity, religion, orientation, and political views. 
I have always been willing to have an intelligent conversation to try and 
understand each other. My goal is to better understand my friends, so we can 
grow stronger and become better friends. Too many people want to try and 
convince or sway another’s opinions, rather than trying to understand.  
 
I feel Hidden Valley is very safe for everyone. I am always willing to meet and 
discuss any issues, whether I have the same opinion or not. I do not think any 
resident should feel unsafe in the valley. I think it is important to discuss why 
they feel unsafe. If a resident is every physically threatened, that is a situation 
that our deputies should handle. I joined the Civic Club a couple years ago to 
help bring residents together. I believe that these community events bring 
neighbors together and help build that sense of community. We have hosted 
many events that everyone is welcomed at no matter your differences. I think 
that through continuing these types of events, residents will meet each other, 
and we will continue to grow as a community.  
 
To end this answer, I want to share one of my favorite experiences from this 
crazy past year. One of the residents on the lake had a Biden flag flying on his 
boat in his backyard. Twice his flag was stolen off his boat. The second time it 
was stolen, a resident of a different political viewpoint, said this is wrong and 
went out and bought him a new flag for his boat. Even though he did not agree 
with his viewpoint, he respected him as a person. Moving forward a couple of 
months, a resident had a political sign taken from their front yard. The 
gentleman that had his flag stolen and replaced offered to buy that resident a 
new sign, even though it was for a different candidate. To me, this portrays how 
special Hidden valley is, we can disagree on some points, but can still be friends, 
neighbors, and decent human beings. 

 


