
Candidate Questions and Answers 

Question 7 
Do you have any interest in working to have the state recognize the Native 
American site located within HVL?  I know many of us in the community would 
like to have the site formally recognized with a plaque or ceremony. 
Jeff Fuell David Wismann sent us a 52-page document from Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) from 1996 regarding this mound. I believe this property 
is privately owned, but if you want to discuss possibilities, I would be open to 
researching this with you. There may be POA members that can share their 
knowledge of what transpired doing that time that could be helpful.  
I also have a personal resource that is of Native American Indian descent and 
works in this area. 

Scott Giska Super interesting. I have great respect and interest for history, especially local. I 
think it is a great idea, if possible. I do know that past work has been done on 
this topic, so we would need to review that work, so we don’t generate wasted 
effort by re-creating the wheel. I’m not sure why something hasn’t already been 
done? Would you be interested in volunteering some time to help us look into 
your recommendation and ideas? 

Michael 
Morman 

I am not sure which site you are referring to since there are more than one site 
in HVL.  The state has a registry of all the sites that are still intact and those that 
have been destroyed.  As far as placing a plaque, as long as the HVLPOA owns 
the property that the burial mound/other site sits on and experts (archeologists, 
state agencies) have no reason(s) that one would not want to mark such a 
location I would not object. 

Angel Packer With the newly separated Parks Committee, this would be a great forum for 
discussing your interest.  Consultation from the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources received in 1997 expressed additional archeological investigation, and 
possibly trenching, may be necessary to determine inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The pros and cons of an additional archeological 
investigation must be examined and weighed against community management.  
My support of a state recognized site would be based on the review of this 
analysis.  Please consider becoming a member of the Parks Committee or 
attending their meetings to inquire more about this interest.  Our families would 
benefit by understanding and recognizing Native American roots directly within 
our community, if it may be accomplished with limited impact to the ongoing 
management of our community. 

Claudia Richardt Thank you for this question! 
 
I have lived here since 2012 and this is the first I have heard a Native American 
site located within HVL. So, I did some research and talked with our Manager, 
Dave Wismann.  
 



According to the Historian at our local library, there are Native American sites in 
our area. However, whether that is what we have in Hidden Valley, well, that 
needs more research and discussion. 
 
I would suggest you to take this question to Dave Wismann for further research 
and review.  
 
As a Board Member, I would definitely encourage this review, share results with 
the community and if appropriate, how it can be recognized. 

Steve Siereveld I had heard rumors that there was some sort of an Indian mound in the lots 
across from the golf course for years. I had never seen anything official that 
stated the mound was there, so I was never truly sure. A couple weeks ago, I 
happened to run into Jim Conner and our conversation turned to the Indian 
mound. He told me the history of the mound and about how it had been 
checked and verified by a local archeologist. He also told how for years he has 
been trying to get the site recognized with a plaque and potential shelter and 
park setting. This was the first time I had talked to someone that knew the story. 
I found this to be quite fascinating and thought his ideas were wonderful.  
 
I think this is a valuable piece of history n the valley and should be 
commemorated. I think a plaque and small park would be a benefit to the 
community. Since I talked to Jim, I have done some digging into the idea of a 
small park. The biggest drawback to this idea is the fact that we do not own the 
property. I have been told that the mound primarily lies on one lot, but part of it 
extends onto a second lot. Coming up with a plaque to recognize the site would 
be easy. But, before any of this could become reality the ownership of the lot 
would need to be addressed. I don’t know if the owner is willing to sell the lot or 
if we can afford to buy the lot. I think this is something that the new Park 
Committee could investigate, or a separate task force could be formed to 
explore the possibilities. If this were on HVL property, I think this would be easy 
to accomplish and would probably have been done already. 

 


