
Candidate Questions and Answers 

Question 2 
What is your stance on continuing the deer cull to maintain the number and health 
of our deer population? Please explain why you have this opinion. 
Jeff Fuell When I was on the Board of Directors several years ago, the deer cull was first 

thoroughly researched for months with many reports and study reports shared 
at POA-BOD meetings before being put into play. This research involved the  
Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of Fish & Wildlife, which 
revealed that controlling the deer population was foremost a heathy measure 
for the deer. There are different management methods that should be revisited 
from time-to-time by the responsible POA committee and shared with the 
community through the POA BOD meetings. 

Scott Giska I support the continuing management for our deer herd to insure the health of 
the animals, safety or our residents and guests, and to minimize landscape 
damage. We are currently working to review the cull history, hunting zone maps 
that could include moving away from more populated areas, and conversation 
improvements to our forested land to insure proper balance for all wildlife and 
enjoyment of residents. Recognizing the community voted on the call, it’s 
important to continue to listen to all thoughts and perspectives on an ongoing 
basis. Continuous improvement is my mindset in all we do!  

Michael 
Morman 

My stance is that the cull is necessary.  This is based on data.  When the cull 
began all options were looked at and the best option was picked.  Some options 
looked at were, feed that had birth control, bring in special sharp shooters, do 
nothing and let nature take its course, and the process that we currently use 
today.  The process we use today was chosen because of safety, economics, and 
the health of the dear.  If a new method or other option is brought forward that 
would meet the goal of a healthy deer population I would certainly be open to 
considering that option. 

Angel Packer Yes, I support continued deer culling.  I have lived here since 1999 and 
remember when the community was overpopulated with the deer and the 
population had become diseased.  Honestly, the deer looked so sickly and were 
eating anything they could to survive.  I do not believe we want to go back to the 
situation of being overpopulated, however we need to rely on the experts the 
POA board partners with to provide perspective on the population.  Additionally, 
we must broadly communicate where and when the culling will occur so our 
community may remain safe during this period of time.  As a mother of children, 
I always read every display map of the culling areas and timing to ensure my 
children are staying clear of those areas. 

 
Claudia Richardt The cull needs to continue so we keep our deer herd at a population where our 

green space provides them an adequate natural food source for a healthy herd. 
In this way, the deer may leave our well-watered and fertilized landscapes and 
gardens alone. I realize our yards can still be more desirable to the deer than the 



surrounding green space that is not watered or fertilized; however, it would be 
less likely if they have enough food provided naturally in our green space. 
 
There are other concerns if our deer population is not controlled with culling. 
These include deer/car collisions and possible transmission of Lyme disease.  
 
If our deer population becomes too dense for our green space, HVL residents 
could start to have the feeling that we have to share too much with the deer as 
the damage they do on our lots becomes less tolerate.  
 
As a Board Member I would see that we work to continue to be proactive by 
considering a culling every fall with doing a head count and coordinate a safe 
and hopefully successful cull. 

Steve Siereveld I know this is a touchy subject for many residents. I personally love the 2 families 
of deer that pass through my backyard every morning and evening. No matter 
how many times I see them, I always stop to watch. I am personally not a hunter, 
but I do believe the annual cull has been a successful program. I have lived here 
for almost 8 years and have seen how the deer situation has changed and 
improved. When we first moved here in 2013, the deer seemed to be 
everywhere, and it was quite dangerous.  Our streets are very dark, and I was 
always extremely cautious driving around at night. It was common for deer to 
jump out into the street. The deer also looked very unhealthy and sick.  
As I look around the community today, the deer look very healthy and I enjoy 
watching them. I also believe that driving around the community at night is 
much safer than it used to be. I feel that the cull program has been handled very 
well and has kept the deer population at a safe and enjoyable level. The deer 
reproduce very quickly and if left unchecked, things can become very dangerous 
again. You see major park systems doing the same thing to protect the deer and 
people. Cincinnati had a cull in Mt Airy and other parks in recent years and the 
parks have become much safer and the deer are more protected.  
When the valley holds the cull, potential hunters are tested and certified. They 
are assigned safe areas to hunt that are away from people. They must also place 
signs up signifying that they are hunting. I have spoken with several of the 
hunters that even donate the meat to local pantries to help feed the hungry.  
I believe we need to continue to annually check the deer population and only 
hold the cull when the deer population is becoming too large. I am also willing to 
talk with others about alternatives to the program. If there is a better solution to 
the population, it would behoove us all to explore the possibilities. 

 


