
Candidate Questions and Answers 

Question 15 
 
Should our assessments change every year on an automatic basis? 

Jeff Fuell Though the years here in the valley, we have been able to maintain and 
add additional amenities for our members with-in a budget that has not 
forced a continued increase cost to the POA members. I have lived in a 
private community before where fees continue to increase yearly that 
have way less amenities. What makes this possible here in Hidden Valley 
is all our committee members working together in a positive manner to 
not only maintain what we already have but continue to strive forward to 
improve and add amenities for our community. 
 
I do not believe in increasing fees on an annual basis, but only as needed 
if the situation arises and is approved through committees and board 
collaboration with community input, and where required by POA 
members vote. 
 
With that said I would like to that all committee members throughout the 
years, including the finance committee, but their hard work and 
dedication to our special community. 

Scott Giska I believe they should be reviewed every year based on our operating plan, 
and prioritized improvements. If it’s your job and your asked to produce 
more every year, with more hours spent at work, and no pay increase, 
you are going backwards. We have to again, “balance” the needs of 
retirees on fixed incomes vs. lower, medium and higher wage earners 
with more discretionary income. We have a wide range of needs and 
requests, that we have to continue to find middle the ground on. A family 
of 4 with school age kids have different needs than empty nesters. I done 
both here, and I appreciate the differences that arise as life evolves in 
HVL. 

Michael 
Morman 

I do not think our assessments should increase every year.  We have 
certain recurring expenses and if during the budget process it shows we 
need an increase then that would be the time to make the increase.   

Angel Packer I am not against adjusting our POA dues annually for inflation.  Running 
our community and its amenities does not come at a flat cost.  Just as 
your personal bills increase over time, so does the cost of running our 
community.  I would prefer to see an annual inflationary increase vs. our 
recent 10-year flat fee, resulting in a significant annual increase in our 
POA dues. 
 



Large capital expenditures will likely result in higher assessments.  Thus, 
it’s important for proper evaluation of capital expenditure projects and 
when those projects are greater than 15% of the annual budget, the 
community is given the responsibility to vote their opinion. 

Claudia Richardt My first thought is that nothing should be automatic – whether it is our 
assessments or something else, it should be reviewed before any changes 
are made. And then if changes are made, communication and justification 
should be shared. 

As a resident, our personal annual dues have only increased a couple 
times in the past eight years and one of those was when our community 
bought the golf course. 

Therefore, I wonder why your question? 

Do you feel a change (increase) should be automatic each year to stay 
ahead of inflation, to ease a larger annual increase or a way to ‘invest’ in 
our community on going? Obviously, there could be further discussions 
with our Board. 

Steve Siereveld Whenever the notion of raising our dues comes up, it is always a hot topic. 
Nobody wants their dues raised, but everyone wants HVL maintained and 
amenities added or improved. The balancing of these two things is 
definitely a juggling act. The finance committee does an 

excellent job of watching our budget and takes raising the dues very 
seriously. In the 8 years that I have lived here, my dues have gone up very 
little. 

I think the notion of annual dues increase is an interesting idea. It would 
allow members to forecast future changes and budget accordingly. I think 
this is an idea worthy of discussion amongst the community to get 
feedback from as many residents as possible. If the feedback is positive, 
this would have to go to a community vote to be implemented. No one 
wants to pay more, but everything that we enjoy in this community costs 
money and those costs are always increasing. 

 


